
NOMA Residents Remain 
Concerned with Chronic 
Overdevelopment.  
The results of NOMA’s Spring survey of residents rhymed with 
years’ past:  Santa Monica is suffering from too much 
development and its side effects including traffic jams, lack of 
parking and overall loss of our small town charm.

Becoming a one issue town
While crime, education and homelessness are certainly non-
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New City Manager 

City Council unanimously 
approved the hiring of Rick 
Cole who inherits the role 
vacated by Rod Gould, who 
retired in January.  Rick is 
currently the head of Budget 
& Innovation for Los Angeles, 
but has been in the city 
manager role before in 
Ventura and Azusa as well as 
serving as the Mayor of 
Pasadena. 

4th of July Parade 

Come join fellow NOMA 
residents to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day on Main Street.  
See Page 3 for details. 

Dates 

• NOTE - NO NOMA 
MEETING IN JULY 

• July 4 - Main Street 
Independence Day parade 
(see page 3 for details) 

• Aug 6 - NOMA meeting 7pm 
@ Montana Library 
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trivial concerns, they all pale in comparison to the escalating 
frustration of residents who feel developers’ interests are put 
ahead of citizens’.

In terms of NOMA-specific concerns, the top three are:

1. Traffic between NOMA and 10 Freeway
2. Potential for increased density/heights on Montana Ave
3. Oversized new homes/Mansionization

As we approach the opening of the Expo Line next year, fear is 
growing that our neighborhood will be increasingly “hemmed in” 
as already jammed Lincoln Boulevard adds a train crossing every 
six minutes during morning and evening rush hours.

NOMA is working hard on your behalf to help improve our city.  
If you care about Santa Monica and are concerned about its loss 
of character we urge you to write your City Council members.

Mayor Kevin McKeown             kevin@mckeown.net
Mayor Pro Tem. Tony Vazquez   tony.vazquez@smgov.net
Gleam Davis                         gleam.davis@smgov.net 
Sue Himmelrich                     sue.himmelrich@smgov.net 
Pam O'Connor                       pam.oconnor@smgov.net
Terry O'Day                          terry.oday@smgov.net
Tony Vazquez                       tony.vazquez@smgov.net                    
Ted Winterer                        ted.winterer@smgov.net

smnoma.org �2

Don’t Forget to Water 
Your Parkway Trees! 

At the June NOMA meeting, City 
Forester Matthew Wells discussed 
our Urban Forest.  He stressed 
the importance for water-
conserving residents to make 
sure their parkway trees receive 
ample irrigation. 

Here are some tips (courtesy of 
Grace Phillips, Chair of the Urban 
Forest Task Force) 

• Young trees (in ground less 
than 5 years) – supply 10 to 20 
gallons weekly from April to 
October and bi-weekly for the 
remainder of the year.  

• Mature trees: supply 10 gallons 
of water per 1” DBH (diameter 
at breast height, i.e. trunk 
thickness at your chest height). 

• Frequency depends on species 
but middle of the road would 
be at least once a month from 
April to October. None the rest 
of the year. 

• Aim – to provide soil moisture 
to a depth of 18” within the 
dripline of the tree. 

• For more information visit 
www.santamonicatrees.com 
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NOMA wants YOU – Be in the 4th of July 
PARADE with us! 

Celebrate the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 
and NOMA’s 4th year participating in the parade.

- Be a parade star! 

- Parade Floats, bands and cool cars

- Play your favorite instrument                                           

- Bring a friend or neighbor

- Bring your pet!

- Theme is “Inspirational Heroes”

- Refreshments too!

- 8:30 am – 11 am

To participate - call Evelyn Lauchenauer 310-906-0163 or write to 
NOMAboard@gmail.com 

Meet at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium at 8:30 am – Parade 
starts 9:30 am Saturday, July 4th, 2015

Park at the 4th and Olympic Parking Structure

Go to:  http://www.opa-sm.org/parade for more information & 
watch the videos 
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Bike Share Program 
Gearing Up 

In just a matter of weeks, a pilot 
of the City’s new biking sharing 
program will launch.   

Dubbed Breeze, the 500 bike, 75 
station system will be operated 
by Cyclehop.  Pricing is t.b.d. 

A Word from SMPA 

Have you joined SMPA yet?  The 
Santa Monica Protective 
Association is growing, and we 
want to add you to the ranks.   
Nearly half the neighborhood 
residents are already 
members. Like NOMA, SMPA is a 
non-profit neighborhood 
association, but unlike NOMA, 
our only area of concern is crime 
deterrence/security.  We pool our 
member dues to supplement the 
Santa Monica Police with extra 
“eyes and ears” in the form of 
private security patrol officers.  

Remember:  An investment in a 
low crime rate is an investment in 
your home’s value.  Even if one 
disregards SMPA’s effect on the 
crime rate, the personal benefits 
alone make the low membership 
dues a worthy investment.  

Note:  SMPA has no affiliation with 
NOMA.  
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What’s new on Montana Avenue? 

Have you been to Montana Avenue’s newest 
restaurant, Forma Restaurant & Cheese Bar?  The 
new eatery was to be called Formaggio, according 
to Toddrickallen, but the name was shortened to 
Forma.  It has moved into the spot that was once 
Jack’s On Montana and, prior to that, 17th St Cafe. 

The best dishes are tortellini mixed with 
mushrooms, a light cream sauce, a touch of truffle 
oil in a round of Bella Lordi Grana cheese.  The 
pastas are cooked first, then tossed in their 
respective wheels for added flavor. Lesley Balla of 
Zagat tells us each one is scraped out into a bowl and served to order.  Various pasta preparations get a 
specific cheese: the Pecorino Gran Cru adds extra nuttiness and saltiness to garganelli pasta with speck and 
radicchio; risotto with veal sauce gets the classic Parmigiano Reggiano pairing. And while there are plenty of 
other things to eat here, like flatbreads, artichoke and fennel casserole, chicken meatballs, an Italian-inspired 
steak, and even a burger, they're not quite as dynamic as watching strands of spaghetti emerge from a 
wheel of cheese. Forma is now open from 5 PM-10:30 PM daily at 1610 Montana Ave.; 424-231-2868 

Have you heard about Sugaring LA? It’s the newest shop opening soon on Montana Avenue. What is it all 
about? Dating all the way back to the Egyptians, sugaring is the most gentle treatment to eliminate 
unwanted hair from all areas of the body for men and women.  You will find it at 1229 Montana Avenue. 
310.795.2585  

Want to become a member? 

Need to renew your membership? 

Visit smnoma.org 
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NOMA is a non-profit, all-volunteer, neighborhood organization dedicated to representing the 
interests of residents who live North of Montana. We generally meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at the Montana Branch of the Santa Monica Public Library. Light refreshments and social 
time starts at 6:30pm; meeting starts at 7pm. Meetings are open to the public.
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